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Tim Kulchyski, Cowichan Tribes biologist and
member of the Cowichan Watershed Board

Watersheds 2014 Duncan, BC

From January 27 to 29, water issues in
British Columbia were put on centre
stage as watershed groups, researchers,
professional resource managers, and
decision makers at all levels of government,
including First Nations, came together to
re-envision the way we use, share, and
respect our natural resources. More than

200 people—including online viewers
from across the country—gathered at
the Quw’utsun’ Cultural and Conference
Centre in Duncan, British Columbia for a
national forum on capacity for freshwater
protection, with a focus on watershed
governance.

The three-day event, Watersheds 2014:

Towards Watershed Governance in British
Columbia and Beyond, was co-organized
by the POLIS Water Sustainability Project,
the University of Victoria’s Department
of Geography, and Brock University’s
Environmental Sustainability Research
Centre, along with numerous partners
from across the country. It was designed
to support skills development and capacity
building. It featured leading national and
international speakers, and presented a
unique opportunity to explore critical
and emerging issues related to watershed
governance, such as community-based
monitoring, public engagement, legal
tools, sustainable financing, and shared
decision-making.

Coming out of the forum, the message
was loud and clear: local communities
and First Nations want to see their
reflected
in decisions that affect their local

knowledge and interests
watersheds. They are ready to be leaders
in freshwater stewardship to make

positive change in their watersheds.
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