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vour of the myriad solutions avail-
able to address urban water scarcity,
 Thinking Beyond Pipes and Pumps:

_common a challenge for cities and
towns across the country -- in fact
‘Emfimﬂment Canada reports thaf;
one in faur Canadian communities

Turning Theory Into Action

structure” of the strategxc lcmg«term‘ v
piannmg and community-based en-
gagement needed to entrench water
efficiency and conservation as the

The Water Sustainability Project at POLIS recently created a Commumty Water Coordmator position to
~engage other NGOs and local governments in discussions about the need for sustainable water management
~and new strategies for achieving it. Beginning in spring 2 2008 the C ommunity Water Coordinator will be pro-

moting the implementation of soft path pilot projects across Canada to demonstrate the potential of demand

management and soft path planning on the local level. If your community is interested in being involved in
this process please contact us at water@polisproject.org
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 looks |
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; ;resg}uzce managgment and a water ‘
_ethic that permeates
do—from personal decisions to wa-

 ter our lawns (or have lawns at all)

~ to those of local councils demdmgj
- how our communities will grow in

the f&ce of limited water resources.
A ‘Path ‘Less‘ Traveled

We believe that comprehensive
and integrated water conservation

programs are the new water infra-
structure. In many places, these al-
ready represent the best option for
meeting growing water demands.
A true long-term approach re-

‘ ﬁcxencymbased

quires. pmg}fams built arour}d ef-

techneiﬁgles _and

be effectwe through mtemctwﬁ

_education and engaged citizens.
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10. Fix the leaks & redace waste by detectmg and repaxrmg leaks
through integrated water audit and maintenance programs. '

9. Stop flushing the future by installing efficient toilets, faucets and
showerheads and water-saving dishwashers and washing machines that

prov1de the same water services using less water {and energy).

8. Make managmg demand part of daily business by implememmg‘:

~ ongoing water conservation programs and hiring permanent staff with ;
_ technical skills and understanding in ﬁeids such as ecenﬁmlcs, psychol» .
_ ogy and education. ~ ‘ -
7. Link conservation to deveiapment by making water mfrastruc:tme' -

funding and development permlts contmgent on deman& management
planning and acti ~ -
6. Priceit nght v 1mplementmg “full cost” przces W1th volume based

_ pricing . structures that ensure equitable access and that reﬂect the im-

portance and value of water.

, 5. Plan for sustamablhty by nnﬁa‘tmg stxategm water p}anmng that
lcfwhat we@,‘_ .

looks 10 to 50 years into a community’s future, mvoives all stakehold-
ers, and places ecological health at its core. ,
4. Look to the sky for rainwater as the source by promoting decentraL
ized infrastructure to harvest rainfall and by creating outdoor (Xeri-

_ scaped) spaces that rely przmarﬂy on precipitation for irrigation.

3. Reclaim, reuse and recycle water to bemr match water quality to
end uses.

2. Design communities for conservation with water sensitive urban
designwiimitiﬁg sprawling lawns, promoting “green” infrastructure,
and reqmrmg all land use decisions to be assessed for watershed im-

1L.E ducate, educate, educate by implementing outreach and education
- programs that go beyond information dissemination to engage and in-
spire citizens to permanently change behaviour.




