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Rhizome: Given that you have been doing Council of All Beings workshops since the late 1980s -
what sort of worldview effect do you think they have had?

JS: Well the scale of the problems we have created is so vast that it is impossible to detect any effect
from either workshops or activism. However, the conditions for undermining the dominant paradigm
are unknown, the efforts of people to topple the Berlin Wall or the Soviet Union were imperceptible
till a sudden and seemingly inexplicable paradigm shift. So, although it sometimes seems like
preaching to the choir, I remain fully committed to the importance of promulgating and sharing these
practices.

Rhizome: Are we slipping further into a managerial modernist worldview, or are more cracks
forming that let a deep ecological worldview shine through more?

IS: Well, once again I'd have to say that from my perspective it would be hard to argue that things
have improved in the last 20 years. But I think it is precisely continuing to struggle for what is right in
the midst of the confusion, at the height of the absurdity is what creates the moral force for Life to
burst through the concrete of modern human conditioning.

Other details and writing by John Seed, as well as the full schedule of John's workshops can be found at
http/fwww.rainforestinfo.org.au/deep-eco/schedule. htm, including the details for the North American trip.

FEATURE
WATER GOVERNANCE IN CANADA

The POLIS Project on Ecological Governance is an Eco-Research Chair at the University of Victoria.
One facet of the POLIS Project is the Urban Water Demand Management Project (UWDM), which has
just released a new report on water governance. The report is available at www.waterdsm.org; a
portion is included here.

“The water crisis is essentially a crisis of governance.”
UNDP World Water Report 2003

An excerpt from At a Watershed: Ecological Governance and Sustainable Water Management in
Canada by O.M. Brandes, K. Ferguson, M. M'Gonigle and C. Sandborn. Published by the POLIS
Project on Ecological Governance, University of Victoria, May 2005.

The Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development (2001) declared that
“water is becoming the world’s most sought after resource...The availability and management of
fresh water is becoming one of the greatest environmental, political, and social challenges of the 21st
century.” Even for Canada, a nation relatively rich in freshwater resources, achieving sustainable
freshwater management poses a significant challenge.

Canada is indeed at a watershed as it moves from a situation of historic abundance of water,
to a future of freshwater scarcity. Yet, Dr. David B. Brooks (2003a: 42), Canada’s foremost water
conservation specialist, warns that “{o]ur management systems for fresh water in Canada are
becoming less, not more, sustainable...”

The question is not about whether Canada must use water more efficiently. It is to what extent
Canada will go beyond increasing efficiency to a more fundamental change —a paradigm shift in
water management. :

Political and institutional constraints are considerable. Institutions that will creatively manage
and accelerate the adoption of sustainable solutions are needed. At a Wafershed demonstrates that
change is possible and that long-term solutions to water scarcity exist.
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