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INTRO
After a spring where flooding dominated headlines, it may be hard to imagine that drought 
is one of the more significant threats facing the province. But as our population grows and 
climate change leads to warmer, drier summers, water scarcity is a reality British 
Columbians need to wake up to.  

More than 60% of the province’s water basins were in drought conditions in the fall of 
2017. Water policy experts rank drought and flood resilience as the number one challenge 
that will define British Columbia’s future. Others warn that water shortages are to be 
expected the next time a multi-year drought hits Western Canada. 

Polling shows an overwhelming majority of British Columbians rank freshwater as the 
province’s most precious natural resource and an essential public good. Unfortunately, 
many people also underestimate the threat of water scarcity in their community. While 
media stories and public discussion about drought increase throughout the summer, it’s 
common for British Columbians to “fret then forget” as soon as the rain or snow returns. 

Local organizations play an important role in driving deeper dialogue about how vulnerable 
our water sources are. Water advocates can help clarify the different ways water scarcity 
impacts people, the environment, and the economy, making the challenge more relevant 
to the daily lives of constituents. Perhaps most importantly, they can amplify solutions that 
will help defend and restore water for the long-term.  

This guide outlines 10 key messages that freshwater stewards, advocates and 
organizations can use to better communicate about drought and water scarcity 
issues in their communities. 

Building off the Getting It Right toolkit series, this guide also aims to connect concerns 
about water shortages with commitments the Province of BC has made in the Water 
Sustainability Act and other legislation. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-bc-flooding-is-a-shock-event-caused-by-snowy-winter-and-hot-wet/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/drought-conditions-prompt-b-c-to-push-for-water-conservation-in-lower-fraser-vancouver-island-1.4273151
https://poliswaterproject.org/files/2016/09/POLIS-Top5-final-web.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/africa-capetown-water-shortage-drought-canada-rockies-glacier-1.4564616
http://www.refbc.com/news/bc-public-opinion-study-93-say-water-our-most-precious-resource#.WzPajFMvzOR
https://www.freshwateralliance.ca/getting_it_right
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We’ve developed 10 Essential Drought Messages that can help elevate and deepen this
summer’s discussion around water scarcity. Each message falls into one of three categories:
Problem Messages, Solution Messages, and Outcome Messages. 

Messages work well when they’re combined into a narrative that outlines the challenges
(problems) we’re facing, the choices (solutions) we can make to address them, and the ways
those choices help address the problem and improve our circumstances (outcomes). (If you
want to learn more about this, check out this narrative exercise by Marshall Ganz or
messaging framework by Spitfire Communications.) 

Effective advocacy communication contains all three of these messaging elements. It may
seem natural to focus on describing the problem, especially if people don’t seem to
comprehend the scale or cause. But without a clear articulation of the solutions and potential
outcomes, audiences can become unclear or apathetic about solving it. It can also be useful
to outline a range of solutions. This can help spur discussion about what actions to take,
particularly when there are multiple groups with different views on what needs to happen.
What usually brings people to agreement is when they can see how they or their interests
could benefit. 

Each of the following 10 Essential Drought Messages offers a soundbite, important details,
and resources you can use to localize or tailor your message.  

Soundbite: Perfect for when you only have 1-2 sentences to make your point, like in a
media interview or when commenting online. Combine problem/solution/outcome soundbites
to make your communication complete. 

The details: The specifics on what’s going on are for when you need to elaborate on a
specific message. This could be in a newsletter article, or an op-ed in your local paper. Try
not to get stuck speaking to the details of just one message - remember, it’s the power of
combining them that makes your narrative effective. 

Resources: Narrative is almost always more effective when it includes local examples and
information. The following resources provide details that will make it hard for your audiences
to dismiss water scarcity as being relevant to someone else, somewhere else.  

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

http://marshallganz.usmblogs.com/files/2012/08/Public-Narrative-Worksheet-Fall-2013-.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/574607a245bf217f5ca2d0a3/t/57e20371579fb3910f44c780/1474429810390/Messaging+Tip+Sheet+-+Create+compelling+messages.pdf
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10 ESSENTIAL DROUGHT MESSAGES 
1. BC IS FEELING THE HEAT. 

 Soundbites 
 Warmer, drier summers have caused many years of drought in BC If these       
become back-to-back, experts warn that we could see full-scale water shortages.  
Climate change is worsening, which means rain and snow aren’t providing the       
water security they once did in BC.  
BC faces a triple threat of water scarcity: overused, under protected, and 
vulnerable to climate change.

The details: Across BC, water is feeling the heat. Snowmelt is diminishing, summers 
are hotter and drier, and the province has entered a new climate that brings less water 
security and more drought to our communities. Many of our streams, lakes and rivers 
are tapped by competing water needs, which come into sharper relief during times of 
drought. In recent years, hot and dry conditions across the province have led to fishing 
bans, countless appeals to curb water consumption, and even public “drought-shaming” 
between property owners with green and brown lawns. BC’s traditional dependence on 
snowpack for water is threatened by rapid melt and landscape change reducing natural 
water capture. Turning to groundwater extraction during drought is not a solution, as 
our understanding of how much we can take out and our ability to protect groundwater 
from contamination are not keeping apace with water demand. We like to think of the 
province as water-rich, but recent water shortages and unprecedented wildfire seasons 
prove that even wet and snowy winters do not make BC immune to the devastation of 
drought. We need to bust the myth that drought is a problem elsewhere  and do the 
work now to defend our province against a water crisis.  

How to deliver this message well
Emphasize local, tangible and current impacts of water scarcity.
Put current conditions into historical context. Remind people that drought isn’t a new
phenomenon, but that low water flow has the potential to intensify to extremes that
we are currently underprepared for.
Keep it simple and straightforward; avoid leading with complex concepts or
excessively technical language.  

http://www.vancouversun.com/Competition+precious+water+drought+stricken+Nicola+Valley/11372427/story.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/fishing-ban-ordered-in-south-okanagan-by-province-due-to-dry-conditions-1.3147498
https://www.watercanada.net/three-b-c-river-basins-upgraded-to-level-4-drought/
http://www.canadianlawyermag.com/author/tony-wilson/50-shades-of-brown-global-warming-hits-vancouver-2990/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/water-at-risk-canada-drought-1.4570333
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This 2016 study suggests current water management practices underestimate worst-
case natural drought scenarios, which have the potential to exceed drought
experiences of the past 350 years.
In this article, UBC Professor Hans Schreier says BC is unprepared to deal with a
drought similar to California's.
The British Columbia Drought Information Portal has information on drought, angling
closures, streamflow, and a drought watch feature for priority streams. You'll also find
a BC Drought Levels Map, with real-time drought indicators (normal, dry, very dry or
extremely dry) for any area of BC.
A BC Drought Response Plan was developed in 2015 acknowledging the need for
coordinated communications and procedures as more and more regions of BC
experience drought conditions.  

Resources
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Figure 1 (across): In fall 2017,
62% of BC basins experienced
drought conditions.

Figure 2 (above): Word cloud
depicts key words in drought
media coverage across BC.
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https://www-sciencedirect-com.ezproxy.library.ubc.ca/science/article/pii/S0022169415009786
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/california-drought-crisis-could-come-to-b-c-says-ubc-professor-1.3006242
https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=838d533d8062411c820eef50b08f7ebc
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/water-planning/bc-drought-response-plan-faq-june-2015.pdf


How to deliver this message well
Identify the full range of water
stakeholders in your community and
make sure you’re finding ways to
articulate how water scarcity impacts
each of them. 
Reach out to people who rely on water
access for their livelihoods, to get them
to reflect in their own words about how
less water puts pressure on their lives or
businesses.  

Resources
Use relevant information on how drought
impacts farmers and agriculture in B.C,
including tips for how irrigation can be
managed during shortages.
Low stream flows and hot, dry weather
can result in high stream temperatures
and the need for angling closures. Here
are a few considerations fisheries
managers and anglers must make when
dealing with drought.    

The details: We’ve all heard the stories of lawns going brown and streams drying up 
through the summer in communities across BC. The Okanagan Basin is considered 
ground zero for water scarcity in the province. But do British Columbians understand the 
impact drought has on communities or the economies that drive them? Local 
governments, agriculture, the energy sector and recreational tourism all depend on 
reliable access to water to deliver their products and services. Without water, BC’s wine 
industry would wither and the outdoor recreation that we treasure – and our tourism 
sector depends on – would look a lot different. Across BC, commercial and recreational 
fisheries, as well as First Nations communities’ cultural practices and staple foods, are 
impacted by reduced salmon returns. Crop loss from drought impacts producers and 
consumers alike. In 2015, a sirloin steak made from Alberta beef cost British Columbians 
44% more due to low rainfall and a shortage of pasture for cattle grazing. Since water 
fuels the basic needs for working communities, economies and ecosystems, drought has 
an effect of halting our day-to-day operations--and is extremely costly.  

Water shortages affect everyone in BC, from farmers to residents to recreational  
enthusiasts. 
Drought magnifies tensions between different water needs. For example, BC      
recently saw farmers, fisheries and First Nations in the Nicola Valley vying for the 
last drops of a river drying up. 
Reliable water access is the most important ingredient of food security, and can     
make or break economic livelihoods based in tourism, fishing and agriculture 
industries.  
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2. DROUGHT AFFECTS ALL OF US.

 Soundbites 

https://open.library.ubc.ca/cIRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/items/1.0070901
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/fraser-river-sockeye-salmon-1.4212073
https://albertawater.com/impacts-of-drought/economic-impacts-of-drought
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/water/drought-in-agriculture
https://anglersclub.com/conservation/drought-conditions/


Groundwater can maintain base flows in rivers and streams during periods of  
drought, and is critical to fish, wildlife habitat, and spawning areas. 
To budget for water scarcity, we need to understand what’s in our water “bank       
account”.  
We can’t go into debt when it comes to water withdrawals. We can only allocate and 
spend what we have. 
Our groundwater is already at risk: One-fifth of provincial observation wells show      
moderate to large rates of decline.  
Commercial and industrial uses are a problem when they draw on vulnerable       
aquifers we need for drinking water, food security and life-giving ecosystems.  

Figure 3: Groundwater is water that flows downward and saturates
soil or rock, supplying springs and wells. Groundwater often begins
as rain and soaks into the ground, where it is stored in rock crevices
and in aquifers (porous and permeable rock material), the same way
water fills a sponge. The upper limit of saturated soil or rock is called
the water table.”
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3. GROUNDWATER IS NOT A SAFETY NET.

 Soundbites 

(cont inued  next  page)

https://www.bcauditor.com/sites/default/files/publications/2010/report_8/report/OAGBC_Groundwater_Final.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/soe/indicators/water/groundwater-levels.html
https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/what-groundwater?qt-news_science_products=0#qt-news_science_products


How to deliver this message well Resources
Consider using visuals to show how
ground and surface water are connected. 
Make groundwater relatable by talking
about a water ‘savings’ account, and
comparing how we should manage water
with how we manage our ‘nest egg’ or
our prized savings.
Find a local story about groundwater,
such as someone’s well, that illustrates
changes or the importance of monitoring
our underground waters. 

Direct your audience to wells and
aquifers in your community to learn
more about groundwater uses near
them.  
Check out groundwater levels in the
province and learn how they are
tracked.  
Read about BC’s Groundwater
Protection Regulation in the Water
Sustainability Act. 
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3. GROUNDWATER IS NOT A SAFETY NET. (CONTINUED)

The details: It’s easy to focus on the water we can see, that is, that lies on the surface. 
But that isn’t the full picture. Groundwater is an equally important source of water that 
one-quarter of British Columbians rely on for daily use, and this number is growing. It’s 
also a main source of water for agriculture, industry and drinking water. The prevailing 
myth is that groundwater can be tapped when surface water sources are stressed, but 
these two systems are often connected. Water removed from the ground can affect 
streams, lakes and rivers. Groundwater provides water that has a cooling effect on 
surface streams and temperature-sensitive fish populations, so it is of particular concern 
that we tend to mine groundwater during drought, just when it is most critical. It’s also 
unclear how long it takes for aquifers to recharge with water when they are depleted.  

http://www.bcauditor.com/sites/default/files/publications/2010/report_8/report/OAGBC_Groundwater_Final.pdf
https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/gwells/?well=&addr=&legal=&owner=smith&start_lat_long=&end_lat_long=&s=Search\
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/soe/indicators/water/groundwater-levels.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/laws-rules/groundwater-protection-regulation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/laws-rules/groundwater-protection-regulation


The details: From behaviour change to civic action, British Columbians have an
important role to play to keep drought in check. Water restrictions are short-term
measures to protect communities from crisis, but we can do even better by making water
conservation a habit for all seasons. British Columbians can contribute to a greater
understanding of the water we have and use in the province by electing to register and
obtain a license for groundwater use. Water meters can be installed to monitor water
consumption and encourage conservation (water metering in BC is far below the national
average, estimated at just 20-29% of households). Another way is to use our voices to
call on the government to take specific actions to safeguard water. For example, British
Columbians can stand together to demand that the Province require water rates that
encourage conservation and place stronger limits on high-volume groundwater
extraction for non-essential purposes (ex. commercial water bottling). We know the
water issues best where we live, and we benefit most from solutions to scarcity that are
close to home, but we have to choose to participate in the work of solutions-making. This
message is important to bust the myth that “there’s nothing we can do”, and “it’s out of
our hands”.  
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 Soundbites 
 Together, British Columbians are a big part of
 the water scarcity solution. 
 British Columbians have the power to move    
 the dial on drought by registering and      
 reducing our collective water use. 
 We have the ability to call on our government  
 to take stronger, swifter action for water in BC
 before it’s too late and our options run dry.   

4. BRITISH COLUMBIANS HAVE AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY. 

How to deliver this message well
Use empowering language (such as "you can" and "we can") that positions the
reader as an important change-agent and decision-maker.  
Use examples of individual and civic action that has led to larger scale  solutions. 

Resources
Find recent statistics from water use conservation programs in your town. 
In the United States, individual water conservation is proving to make a difference, with a
reduction in national water consumption being recorded from 2010-2015 despite a 4%
population increase.
For more details on the kinds of local actions and community-driven solutions that we
believe will help address water scarcity, see the chart in the Appendix. 

http://waterplanninglab.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2016/03/BC-Municipal-Water-Survey-2016.pdf
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/worth-every-penny-primer-conservation-oriented-water-pricing/
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/worth-every-penny-primer-conservation-oriented-water-pricing/
https://www.popsci.com/usgs-water-usage


The details: When it comes to solutions to these challenges, household water
restrictions seem to be the most common. But the fact is that our governments have an
essential role to play in preparing for, preventing and responding to water scarcity.
Climate change, overuse and poor planning are ushering the province into an era of
tough water decisions. The tools and policies we have to defend waters simply aren’t
built to withstand a multi-year drought in BC. The critical drought conditions we are
seeing more frequently across the province in recent years could be mitigated by
stronger legislation of BC’s freshwater resources. Through the Water Sustainability Act,
the Province of BC can set a bold direction by ensuring water for nature, pricing for
conservation, coordinated water monitoring, local input into water sustainability plans,
and collaborative consent with First Nations. For more detail on actions the Province of
BC can take to address water scarcity, see chart in Appendix. 

It is incumbent upon our provincial leaders to model a just and progressive way     
forward to safeguard water and learn from past policy mistakes.  
Experiences of drought are locally diverse but ultimately the root cause is not       
fragmented but shared. Water scarcity can’t be resolved by one community alone, 
this is a problem for our province to tackle as a whole. 
The Province of BC has an opportunity to regain public trust and show bold       
leadership by ensuring water for nature, pricing for conservation, coordinated       
water monitoring, locally relevant water sustainability plans, and collaborative       
consent with First Nations.  
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5. GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO LEAD, NOT FOLLOW.

 Soundbites 

Be firm and clear on what the government can do to defend water better.
Link leadership opportunities to realizable benefits in your community. 

How to deliver this message well

Resources
How the BC government defines and 
handles environmental flow needs.  
Check out POLIS’ Revitalized Water 
Agenda for British Columbia’s Circular 
Economy.
See Appendix for a list of actions the 
Province of BC can take to address 
scarcity. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/water-licensing-rights/water-policies/environmental-flow-needs
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/revitalized-water-agenda-british-columbias-circular-economy/
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/revitalized-water-agenda-british-columbias-circular-economy/
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/revitalized-water-agenda-british-columbias-circular-economy/
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6. FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP AND RECONCILIATION
ARE CENTRAL TO THE SOLUTION.

 Soundbites 
A secure water future for BC is only possible where First Nations 
inherent rights and title are recognized and reconciled into a shared vision for   
water.  
The explicit recognition and inclusion of local First Nations traditional knowledge,   
water law and authority as part of evidence-based decision-making are necessary 
steps towards reconciliation and protection of our shared waters. 
Loss of water access and availability impact First Nations’ ability to assert      
Indigenous Rights as articulated in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights  
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

(cont inued  next  page)  



If you are unsure, use this map to identify the First Nation territories you are in.
Note that there may be overlap with more than one Indigenous community.   
Protecting Water Our Way is a report that shares stories of First Nations-led
initiatives to protect water in BC, using Indigenous laws, knowledge and
decision-making process to address growing water challenges.
Collaborative Consent is a pathway forward towards bringing UNDRIP to life in
the freshwater context. 

Resources

Acknowledge the First Nation territory you are in as specifically as possible. 
Recognize and respect that different First Nations groups in BC have their own
unique laws, traditions and governance systems when it comes to water.
Use examples of First Nations-led water stewardship efforts near you. 

12  |  Drought  Message  Guide  |  Summer  2018 

6. FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP AND RECONCILIATION
ARE CENTRAL TO THE SOLUTION. (CONTINUED)

The details: First Nations are the original water stewards and their inherent rights and 
title are founded upon water access, quality and protection. In order to be able to protect 
freshwater in BC now and into the future, First Nations and British Columbians need to 
make decisions on water together. Drought and water scarcity, as well as the solutions 
created to address them, have significant impact on both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples. But the growing challenges posed by scarcity, climate change and 
degradation is felt acutely by First Nations communities who depend on the environment 
for subsistence, maintenance of culture, and other important aspects of their livelihoods. 
First Nations relationships to and uses of water can differ in important ways from non-
Indigenous people in BC. Indigenous guardianship of land and water has been practiced 
by First Nation peoples since time immemorial and continues today through Indigenous 
governance and law, and active guardian watchmen programs. BC’s freshwater 
community has an important role to play in encouraging government to recognize First 
Nations traditional knowledge, water laws and authority as part of evidence-based 
decision-making, water co-governance and shared problem-solving in an era of water 
insecurity. 

How to deliver this message well

https://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/env/report_2_cc_uniquely_impacts_physical_social_and_cultural_aspects_final_001.pdf
http://www.carriersekani.ca/images/docs/Yinka%20Dene%20%27Uzah%27ne%20Surface%20Water%20Management%20Policy%20%28March%2018%202016%29%20%2800303183xC6E53%29.pdf
https://coastalfirstnations.ca/our-environment/programs/coastal-guardian-watchmen-support/
https://native-land.ca/
https://www.fnfisheriescouncil.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/FNFC-Protecting-Water-Our-Way-Report_May-2018_FINAL-1.pdf
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/collaborative-consent-path-realizing-undrip/


How to deliver this message well
Make science relevant: Connect on-going
local water monitoring and data results with
real-time issues in your community.  
Describe how a decision could be made
better with more understanding of the state of
water in your community (create a
hypothetical example if you need to) and
emphasize the benefits of the more informed
decision.  
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Resources
Open access data sharing is
exemplified by platforms like
Mackenzie Datastream. 
BC Water Tool provides public
access to BC water monitoring data.
Snapshot of Community-Based
Monitoring in Canada.
WWF Watershed Reports look at
river health in 25 watersheds.  

The details: Long-term scientific data sets are essential for understanding and tracking
changes in the amount of water in BC and the state that waters are in. It is also
important for determining targets for protecting water quality. High quality water is
required for drinking water; human health; fish, bird and animal populations, and core
industries like food and agriculture. In drought, BC needs to know how it will monitor,
enforce and allocate scarce water supplies. This knowledge will depend on a robust and
coordinated provincial tracking of water flows. A robust water monitoring strategy with
publicly accessible data will help us understand how much water we have, and how
water scarcity is impacting rivers, lakes, streams and aquifers.  As the saying goes, “you
can’t manage what you can’t measure”. We are better equipped to appreciate and
protect what we know and understand. 

Soundbites 
We can make better decisions for the future if we understand the current state of  
BC waters. 
To create long-term water security, a community must live within its ecological   
water budget—one that includes a buffer to safeguard ecosystem water needs.  
Water monitoring is foundational to a secure water future, but it will only work if      
it is prioritized, funded, coordinated and quality-checked. 
We currently manage groundwater with a blindfold on. We lack a full       
understanding of how much is down there or how withdrawals affect the health of  
our rivers, lakes and streams. 
It’s in everyone’s best interest to know how much water we have before we give    
out new licenses.  

7. WE NEED SCIENCE NOW, BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 

https://mackenziedatastream.ca/#/
http://waterportal.geoweb.bcogc.ca/#6/56.208/-128.446
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/freshwateralliance/pages/275/attachments/original/1490797284/CBM_Snapshot_Report.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/freshwateralliance/pages/275/attachments/original/1490797284/CBM_Snapshot_Report.pdf
http://watershedreports.wwf.ca/#intro
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How to deliver this message well

Use other examples of when it is prudent
to act sooner rather than wait. For
example, if we notice a health issue that
is affecting our lives and well-being, we
spend time and money up front on getting
the care and remedies we need to avoid
more costly medical issues that can
develop later on if we ignore the problem. 

Resources

The Province of BC created the
Dealing With Drought Handbook which
includes a template for multi-
stakeholder Drought Management
Plans. These plans can prepare
communities with a decision-making
protocol in advance of extreme
drought conditions.  

The details: Lurching from crisis to crisis is costly and unproductive, and while water
restrictions are useful conservation tools, it is the role of government to lead the charge in
addressing systemic problems of water overuse, depletion, and degradation. Water can
be referred to as natural capital because it provides services and benefits that occur in
nature and are of high value to the people and the economy. Reliable water supply is a
fundamental source of economic security, particularly in BC where most of the province is
hydro-powered. Once natural capital is degraded or gone, getting it back is no easy task.
Yet, water pricing in BC currently undervalues the services and benefits of
freshwater. Commercial users like Nestle pay a mere $2.25 for a million Litres of water --
almost as much as they charge for 1L of bottled water. This is the lowest rate in
Canada.Water pricing that values our natural capital fairly and provides incentives to
conserve water will help reduce water waste and penalize over-extraction, potentially
helping to avert future scarcity and drought. In a world where countries are running out of
water due to extreme weather and poor management, we must ensure that our water
wealth is valued for future generations.  

Soundbites 
 Preventing a full-on drought in BC by managing water wisely now will save us from
 costly crises down the road.  
 Addressing water scarcity makes good fiscal sense; the cost of responding to each
 dry year is unsustainably high. Preparation is cheaper. 
 Drought resilience means valuing our natural capital, including water, so that the    
 precious water we do have doesn’t get squandered. 
 Sufficient water rentals provide an important source of resources to operate an      
 effective, world-class water management system.  

8. TAKING ACTION NOW SAVES MONEY DOWN THE ROAD.

https://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/planning-guides?toolkitid=797


How to deliver this message well Resources
This is a key “opportunity” message, so
don’t be afraid to be hopeful and positive! 

Living WaterSmart: BC's Water Plan 

The details: Strong, innovative water protection and legislation in BC can be the shift
that  steers us clear of a full-on water crisis, despite predictions of a warmer climate and
extreme swings in too little and too much water. Addressing water scarcity head on,
rather than hoping it isn’t a big problem, or it will go away, will promote resilience in our
economies, environment and communities. Keeping a healthy amount of water in nature
will help avert major water shortages down the road. Fair water pricing and legislation
will support the generation of water wealth and valued natural capital for future
generations. Avoiding drought entails incredibile cost savings. Defending water is a
critical part of reconciliation as climate change puts added pressure on First Nations
territories and livelihoods. Saving groundwater from depletion can help feed sensitive
streams and stabilize salmon returns; as well as create increased security for our
economy, ecosystems and communities. Water is the engine of BC’s economy,
addressing scarcity through stronger water regulations, reconciliation and monitoring, will
mean a better future for all. 

 Sufficient water flows for ecosystems and species are the cornerstone of water     
 sustainability.  
 Understanding the water balance in BC watersheds will help support sustainable  
 human uses dependent on healthy waters.  
 Water is the engine of BC’s economy, addressing scarcity through stronger water 
 regulations, reconciliation and monitoring, will mean a better future for all. 
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9. EVERYONE BENEFITS FROM STRONG WATER PROTECTION

Soundbites 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/water-planning/livingwatersmart_book.pdf


The details: There’s no need to reinvent the wheel when good examples of drought-
preventative water stewardship and conservation efforts are underway all around us.
Looking north, a partnership between the Government of the Northwest Territories and
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada led to Northern Voices, Northern Waters:
Northwest Territories Water Stewardship Strategy. The strategy recognizes increasing
pressures on water and is a good example of a holistic water strategy that meaningfully
incorporates indigenous partners in all development and implementation phases.
Looking south, a California under major water stress provides a stark example of how
urgent policy change and adaptation can make a difference in water conservation.
Although California is faced with a devastating multi-year drought, and BC should take
action before a water crisis ensues, some of lessons learned in dealing with drought
below the border could be the basis of a blueprint for how to prevent one at home.  
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How to deliver this message well

Resources

Focus on opportunities for real improvement, rather than what BC is doing wrong.
Point to tangible successes in water leadership, as examples and models to follow. 

Learning from California's drought lessons: 
- Five myths about California’s drought
- California’s Oranges and B.C.’s Apples?
Learning from Cape Town Day Zero:
- Five lessons cities can learn from Cape Town
8 ways cities are building climate resilience

Soundbites 
 BC is in a period of unprecedented opportunity to improve the way       water is 
managed, with the potential to establish itself as a leader for freshwater       
protection and reconciliation. 
 BC is not the only place dealing with a new era of water scarcity and drought, we    
 can look to other places for lessons, warnings and best practices.  
 We don’t have to reinvent the wheel, drought-preventative water stewardship efforts 
 are underway all around us.  

    

10. THE WAY FORWARD IS CLEAR, THERE ARE MANY
EXAMPLES TO LEARN FROM 

https://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/enr/files/strategies/nwt_water_stewardship_strategy.pdf
https://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/enr/files/strategies/nwt_water_stewardship_strategy.pdf
https://californiawaterblog.com/2014/04/09/droughts-no-1-lesson-modernize-water-management/
https://www.iisd.org/faq/building-a-climate-resilient-city/
https://poliswaterproject.org/files/2015/06/OrangesApples_FINALWeb.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-myths-about-californias-drought/2014/08/29/6a6b8ed4-2c69-11e4-994d-202962a9150c_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.75d94f059aa3
https://www.watercanada.net/feature/five-lessons-from-cape-town/
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