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Welcome to Watersheds 2018!

Watersheds 2018 is part of an almost decade-long tradition of engaging with innovative ideas and bold
thinking, building connections and networks in B.C.’s freshwater community, and finding sustainable
solutions to pressing watershed problems. This virtual forum will build directly on the learnings and
successes of Watersheds 2016, Watersheds 2014, and the 2012 Solutions Forum. Through presentations
and dialogue, participants will learn about programs and strategies from other regions, with a focus on
‘planning for success’, water-centric land use, and building robust and innovative partnerships.

This year, we are trying something new by making Watersheds 2018 a broadly accessible online event. This
virtual forum will feature:

1 Keynotes from leading thinkers
1 Updates from initiatives working on the ground and in the water

1 Opportunities to interact and learn from water leaders from across B.C. and beyond, ask questions,
and explore new ideas.

Inside this package you will find all of the event details, including session descriptions, program, and
speaker bios. We have also included relevant resources and information about the watershed initiatives
that will be featured during the Watersheds 2018 virtual forum.

We look forward to exchanging perspectives, working together to build mutual understanding, and
building capacity to advance watershed governance in B.C. and beyond.

For more details visit https://watershedsforum.ca.

All the best from the entire Watersheds 2018 planning team!

Photo credit: "Sooke Lake and Survey Mountain" by MLE. Sanserverino is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
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WEBINAR LOG-IN INFORMATION

1) Go to https://polis.adobeconnect.com/watersheds2018/event/login.html
and click “Enter as a Guest.” You will then be prompted to join the teleconference.

2) Audio will broadcast from your computer speakers. (If the computer audio does not work, join the
teleconference using your telephone. Dial 1-888-809-4060 and enter the passcode 262924. **mute your

computer speaker audio**)
Please check out the technology requirements in advance:

1 A copy of Flash Player 13 or higher

I An internet connection

1 You may also need to download the latest Adobe Connect Add-in
(you can check if you have the requirements here:
http://polis.adobeconnect.com/common/help/en/support/meeting _test.htm


https://polis.adobeconnect.com/watersheds2018/event/login.html
tel:(888)%20809-4060
http://polis.adobeconnect.com/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm

FORUM PROGRAM AT A GLANCE

Date: June 5%, 2018

Time: 1:00 to 4:00 PM, PST

TIME

SESSION

1:00pm - 1:10pm

WELCOME AND LOGISTICS OVERVIEW

Moderator: Laura Brandes

1 Introductions and logistics
1 Context & event objectives

1:10pm -2:30 pm

SESSION 1: INDIGENOUS WATER LAW & THE EMERGING PRIORITY
OF WATER-CENTRIC PLANNING

Moderator: Laura Brandes

1 Keynote address: Dr. Val Napoleon & Deborah Curran
1 Applied case study — Gitanyow land use plan: Tara Marsden
T Q/A & Discussion

2:30pm - 2:40pm

Break

2:40pm - 3:45pm

SESSION 2: PANEL—WATERSHED GOVERNANCE ROUNDUP: LESSONS
AND UPDATES FROM ON-THE-GROUND

Moderator: Rosie Simms

Cowichan Watershed Board: Tom Rutherford & Lydia Hwitsum

Nicola Watershed Pilot: Chris Walder & Chief Sumexheltza

Nadleh Whut'en Water Management Regime: Chief Nooski & Michelle Tung
Q/A & Discussion
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3:45pm - 4:00pm

CLOSING REMARKS: LOOKING FORWARD

1 Oliver Brandes & Natasha Overduin (POLIS and Centre for Indigenous
Environmental Resources)




SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Session 1: Indigenous Water Law & the Emerging Priority of
Water-Centric Planning

This session will explore the connections between Indigenous water laws and “water-centric planning.” Speakers will
explore how Indigenous water laws are being revitalized and how they might be applied in conjunction with colonial
laws to advance watershed sustainability.

Dr. Val Napoleon and Deborah Curran will begin by discussing initiatives led by Indigenous communities in
partnership with the University of Victoria’s Indigenous Law Research Unit, and the project “Water Laws: Lessons
from Indigenous and Colonial Stewardship.” Tara Marsden will describe innovative water initiatives and water-
centric planning underway in B.C.’s Skeena region, where the Gitanyow Nation is leading efforts to protect and
steward lands and waters.

Session 2: Watershed Governance Roundup: Lessons and Updates
From On The Ground

This session will show that there is no one-size-fits-all approach to watershed governance in B.C. — many different
entry points, functions, and forms of watershed governance are possible and are already emerging across the
province. This panel will pick up on discussions from the previous Watersheds forums and will offer insights and
discussion from three prominent and innovative watershed governance efforts from across the province, each of
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