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NORTH OKANAGAN - A report into a contaminated drinking water aquifer in the North Okanagan has
several take-away recommendations for fixing the problem and preventing it from happening again.

The independent review “From Crisis to Solutions: Toward Better Source Water Protection and Nutrient Trending Now

Management in the Hullcar Valley” makes nine recommendations, according to a news release issued by
the provincial government today, Nov. 30. It was the province that ordered the review last summer.

The polluted aquifer has been a longstanding issue in the area for years. A water quality advisory has been
in place since 2014 because of elevated nitrate levels, which can be harmful to human health. About 250

people get their water from the Hullcar Aquifer.

The report calls for independently verified monitoring and reporting of aquifer and soil nutrient status,
incentives for beneficial management practices and innovative technology, and governance and regulatory
updates. It also recommends a targeted and temporary moratorium on liquid manure spreading in areas of
concern, including providing a safety buffer in nutrient application. TRENDING NOW: Invisible box
challenge is a thing

"Our government's goal is to ensure agricultural practices are consistent with the provision and protection
of clean, safe drinking water," George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, says

https://infotel .ca/newsitem/independent-review-makes-numerous-recommendations-in-north-okanagan-drinking-water-case/it48106 1/3


https://infotel.ca/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/weather/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/things-to-do/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/sports
https://infotel.ca/lifestyle
https://infotel.ca/entertainment
https://infotel.ca/events/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/search/categories/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/info/about-infotel
https://infotel.ca/my
https://infotel.ca/news/medialibrary/image/orig-mediaitemid27383-7234.jpg
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/site-permitting-and-compliance/hullcar/review-docs/polis-hullcar.pdf
https://infotel.ca/tag/hullcar-aquifer
https://infotel.ca/news/top-news/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/news/trending
https://infotel.ca/news/trending
https://infotel.ca/news/trending
https://infotel.ca/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/kamloops
https://infotel.ca/kelowna
https://infotel.ca/penticton
https://infotel.ca/vernon
https://infotel.ca/newsletter
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/santana-coming-to-okanagan-in-2018/it48211
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/jerry-seinfeld-making-second-stop-in-okanagan/it48210
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/five-homes-evacuated-as-massive-boulder-rolls-into-fraser-valley-community/it48234
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/shock-at-pricey-tampons-at-calgary-airport/it48244
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/sleeping-driver-crashes-into-lake-country-accident-scene/it48255
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/kelowna-park-light-vandals-strike-again/it48261
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/bc-launches-review-of-devastating-floods-and-fire-seasons/it48259
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/rescuers-bring-woman-stuck-on-embankment-to-safety-following-north-okanagan-car-crash/it48258
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/sleeping-crew-member-likely-cause-of-tug-crash-off-bc-coast-us-report/it48250
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/husband-pleads-guilty-to-killing-wife-burying-her-body-in-calgary-yard/it48253
https://twitter.com/#!/infonewskelowna
https://www.facebook.com/pages/InfoTel-News-Kelowna/228894400572976?fref=ts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/infotel-multimedia
https://plus.google.com/u/0/108665099880041166656?prsrc=3
https://infotel.ca/rssfeed/kelowna
https://www.instagram.com/infonewsca/

12/5/2017 Independent review makes numerous recommendations in North Okanagan drinking water case - InfoNews

in a media release. "The report shows the way forward with a set of clear, thoughtful actions based on the
best available information. The government is listening and we have already begun to implement the
report's recommendations.”

The report also recommends, as a long-term reform, reviewing sustainable governance structures for water
utilities in the area in partnership with the Splatsin people and the Township of Spallumcheen.

"Splatsin acknowledges Minister Heyman's commitment to the protection of safe drinking water," Splatsin
Chief Kukpi7 Wayne Christian says in the release. "The report outlines a number of recommendations that
will lay the groundwork for a robust government-to-government process that will create solutions to the
ongoing contamination of the Hullcar Valley aquifers. Splatsin looks forward to the implementation of the
recommendations.”

Along with the results of the review, the province also released an intentions paper today, Nov. 30, for
amending the agricultural waste control regulation.

"We are hopeful that this process will lead the government to help remediate the nitrate-contaminated
aquifer and to finally proactively protect all of B.C.'s surface and groundwater for future generations,” Brian
Upper of Steele Springs Waterworks District says.

Find past stories on Hullcar aquifer here.

To contact a reporter for this story, email Charlotte Helston or call 250-309-5230 or email the editor. You can also
submit photos, videos or news tips to the newsroom and be entered to win a monthly prize draw.

We welcome your comments and opinions on our stories but play nice. We won't censor or delete comments unless
they contain off-topic statements or links, unnecessary vulgarity, false facts, spam or obviously fake profiles. If you
have any concerns about what you see in comments, email the editor in the link above.
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